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Prop : G. A. Stern/ cur/ j- 
cc: I ; ix*. Vfillcns 

Mr. Stem 
Files 

Mfo&RAinXJM' 0? C0IlF3gEKS v ■ . 

At 3:00 P. II. onifeanosd ay, March 11, represent ativea of the 
Department of tho Treasury end of tho Connicsion mot to consider Secretary 
Dillon’s letter of January 23, 1964, to tho Chairman, end hin 'response of 
February 23, 1964. 

Present for tho Cosn&Bsioh *» Chairman V.’arren, General Counsel 
Ksx&in, Messrs. Willono end Stem; for theJFreasury - Chief Rovley of 
Secret Servico end Robert Carswell, Specie! Assistant to Secretary Dillon. 

Chairman Warren explained that ha had tuo basic problems: 

-.A 

a. Tho Comic cion is unwilling to agree in advance to any limita- 
tion upon its prarogativo of cugge sting any change in oanrangocant a for 
Presidential protection which it nay consider desirable.’ Of courso, the 
Cosmic sicn has no interest in publishing in its report any information which 
night in any vay suggest opportunities to a possible assailant, Ilovever, 
tho danger of this happening chould bo eliminated by restricting the in- 
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formation which the Commi colon obtains about particular protection natters 
(see point b. below)* The Ch&irmn felt that tho Comraicsion ' would it shlf 
have to determine whet could proper 3y ho covered in its? report, vithout 
being subject to veto by the agency involved, or by tho President.* 


*The question of an ultimate determination by tho President whether 
information should appear in tho report arose becauso of a suggestion undo 
at an earlier mooting, on March 6, 1964, when Messrs. Ranhin, Milieus, and 
Stem net with Mr. Carswell and General Counsel of tho Treasury Bclin. At 
that conference, a possible solution was discussed xrhich vould involve 
notice hy the Cored. colon to the Agency originating information concerning 
Presidential protection that tho Corrals sion intended to treat tide informa- 
tion in its public report, an c'pportwiity by the agency involved to attempt 
to dic-suado tho Ccoxifirdcn frorx doing no because of security, and an 
opportunity to cook Presidential review of any Ci 
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b. Ino Chearunn also stated "that it did not appear to hin necessary 
for the Commission. to bo informed as to any detail of present procedures for 
Presidential protection where any question of security is involved. Tho 


C omission 1 s min function in this area is to appraise the Job done at the 
tim of the assassination by the federal agencies sharing responsibility, and 
only secondarily to suggest any improvements in procedures or liaison arrange- 
meats which occur to tho Commission in the course of its m/in Inquiry. In the 
Choi man's vicy, the Commission doea not require detailed hnovlcdge of present 
operating procedures vhich ore highly classified end the revelation of uhich 
might increase the potential danger to tho President. She Chairman stated 
that he vould not want any member of the Commission or its staff to have the 
burden of knowing such classified details. 2hls should not, in his view, 
foreclose the Commission from any useful and unclassified information as to 


operating procedures, and particularly information regarding Protective 

% 

Besearch preventative activities. 


Dxere ensued a general discussion of the best Earner in vhich to 

afford the Commission the information it requires, without compromising 

important security considerations. The Treasury representatives made clear 

the desire of the Pepartmnt of the Treasury to withhold nothing from the 

% 

.Commission, provided appropriate security measures could bo observed. 

A sharp distinction was drawn between information regarding the 

✓ 

actual events in Pallas end the advance preparations for the Pallas trip 
on the one hand, end general procedures and. arrangements for the future. 

As to the information regarding Pallas, all agreed that the Commission 
was vitally concerned with specific details, end that it should be 
entirely free to comment upon any aspect of the Secret Service performance 

during end immediately before the Texas trip, subject < ^ 3cusr '^ ori 

with Treasury of any aspect vhich might rule a security concerns. 
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(For cz-rurple, the unlikely case of something which scorned to the 
Commission a defect In protection arrangements, "but which the Secret 
Service regarded as .Incurable, an! where revealing the defect would in- 
crease the potential danger.) However, ns to any cxaiaination "by the 
Commission of procedures end oorrangeaento for the future, security con- 
cerns would be paramount, end would Unit the information to ho made 
available to the Commission. 

It was evident that the matter could not satisfactorily he 
considered in abstract propositions, hut rather that It was preferable ’ 
to proceed on a tentative basic, to ascertain the extent of the informa- 
tion reasonably required for this aspect of the Commission's task end the 
questions, if any, raised thereby. As a first step, it was agreed that 
the Commission would prepare a series of questions- on any aspect of 
Presxden cial protection, both at Pallas and as to future procedures and 
arrangements. These questions would be submitted to the Treasury Pepart- 
esnu and formal answers given, within the limits of security. Vfaensver 
it became apparent that a question could not be answered satisfactorily 
without revealing security information, tho matter lould be discussed 
further. However, It was hoped that the staff of the Commission working 
with the Secret Service and Mr. Carswell, would be able to obtain all 
information required by the Commission for the performance of its tasks, 
without raising cerlouo security questions. 
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